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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Prime Synthesis, Inc. receives second “Emerging Technology Award” from Ben Franklin Technology Center of Southeastern Pennsylvania 

(Aston, Pennsylvania, April 12, 1994) – Prime Synthesis, Inc. announced today that it received a second $100,000 “Emerging Technology” award from the Ben Franklin Technology Center of Southeastern Pennsylvania. The center administers the Ben Franklin Partnership Program, which is funded by the state Department of Commerce to stimulate the economy through technology.

The award will help fund a Prime Synthesis R&D project entitled “Large-Scale Manufacture of an improved Solid Support for Oligonucleotide Synthesis.”  Through this project, Prime Synthesis will commercialize a key raw material for the synthesis of artificial DNA and RNA, used in the areas of genomics research, medical diagnostics and new drug development. The project will focus on the large scale manufacture of a recently improved version of its products to enhance the quality of artificial oligonucleotides and reduce their cost.
The Human Genome Project has yielded a wealth of information about the structure of human DNA and its role in diseases. Many exciting genetic engineering applications are emerging. For example, a cutting-edge class of new pharmaceuticals called ‘Anti-sense drugs”, based on synthetic DNA fragments, are being developed.  

“Our customers have been very involved in the Human Genome Project. Our efforts to scale-up the manufacture of our products will enable us to serve the potentially huge demand for therapeutic and diagnostic oligonucleotides.” said Marc Rothstein, President of Prime Synthesis. “Our work with many of the leading Biopharmaceutical companies working in this fascinating field has made us aware of the need for improved oligonucleotide solid supports. The Ben Franklin award will allow us to leverage our efforts towards this goal.”
About Prime Synthesis, Inc.
Prime Synthesis, Inc., located in Aston, Pa., supplies products and services to oligonucleotide researchers for DNA and RNA synthesis. Its product lines include controlled porosity glass (CPG) in standard and customized chemical formats, synthesis columns, and column parts. For more information on Prime Synthesis’ full line of products and services or to purchase these products, visit their e-commerce site at www.primesynthesis.com 
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